
CITY OF BELOIT
REPORT TO THE BELOIT LANDMARKS COMMISSION

Meeting Date: May 20, 2014 Agenda Item: 8 File Number: COA-2014-12

Applicant: Beloit College Owner: Beloit College Location: 726 Church Street, 619
College Street, 815 College Street,
717 Emerson Street

Existing Zoning: PLI, Public Lands
and Institutions District, R-1B, Single-
Family Residential District (619
College); WPO, Wellhead Protection
Overlay District

Existing Land Use: Various Parcel Size:
726 Church: .2850 Acre
619 College: .2090 Acre
815 College: .6990 Acre
717 Emerson: .2620 Acre

Request Overview/Background Information:
Beloit College has submitted an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for various site improvements to
the properties located at 726 Church Street, 619 College Street, 815 College Street, and 717 Emerson Street. These
properties are in the Near East Side/College Park Historic District. Section 32.06 of the Historic Preservation Ordinance
grants the Landmarks Commission the authority to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness prior to the alteration of
properties in historic districts.

Consistency with the Historic Preservation Ordinance and Strategic Plan:
This request is consistent with the intent and purpose of the Historic Preservation Ordinance and Strategic Goal #5.

Key Issues:
 726 Church Street:

o During the Beloit Intensive Survey, the property was classified as a pivotal site in the Near East Side/College Park
Historic District. A copy of the Intensive Survey Form is attached to this report.

o The applicant is proposing to replace the first-level siding and window frames with LP siding material to match the
existing design and color. All upper-level siding will be sponge-blasted for cleaning and then repainted. Spot shingle,
soffit, and window sill replacements will be done as needed with like materials. The middle shake siding that
separates the first and second level will be replaced with like materials.

 619 College Street:
o During the Beloit Intensive Survey, the property was classified as a contributing site in the Near East Side/College

Park Historic District. A copy of the Intensive Survey Form is attached to this report.
o The applicant is proposing repairs to existing brick walls, tuck pointing, and concrete cap replacement to the front

porch of this property. The applicant may potentially replace the concrete stairs and decking.
 815 College Street:

o During the Beloit Intensive Survey, the property was classified as a contributing site in the Near East Side/College
Park Historic District. A copy of the Intensive Survey Form is attached to this report.

o The applicant is proposing removing the two-story front porch from the building, siting the cost to repair (estimated
$40,000) as excessive in comparison to the cost to remove (estimated $21,000). The porch shows obvious
deterioration to the columns, but do not appear to be a safety hazard or beyond repair. The Intensive Survey Form
notes an “awkward balustrade on top of veranda roof” which has already been removed. The porch was not noted
beyond this comment in the Survey other than to say the columns are similar to that of Chapin Hall. The column
porch is present throughout campus.

o With the removal of the porch, the third-level roof would be exposed. Other buildings on campus with porches similar
to the proposed porch have windows with individual dormers, not a block-design like the subject property. Between
this and a lack of hardship to justify removal of the porch, Staff is recommending denial of this portion of the COA.

 717 Emerson Street:
o During the Beloit Intensive Survey, the property was classified as a contributing site in the Near East Side/College

Park Historic District. A copy of the Intensive Survey Form is attached to this report.
o The applicant is proposing repairing and restoring the porch floor and painting it. Replacement of the stairs and

handrails is also proposed.
 The proposed site improvements satisfy the standards of Section 32.06(6)(c) of the Historic Preservation Ordinance.

Sustainability:
 Reduce dependence upon fossil fuels – N/A
 Reduce dependence on chemicals and other manufacturing substances that accumulate in nature – N/A
 Reduce dependence on activities that harm life sustaining eco-systems – N/A
 Meet the hierarchy of present and future human needs fairly and efficiently – N/A



Staff Recommendation:
The Planning & Building Services Division recommends approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness for various site
improvements at the properties located at 726 Church Street, 619 College Street, and 717 Emerson Street, based on the
standards and criteria contained in the Historic Preservation Ordinance and subject to the following conditions:
1. This COA does not include any work for the building located at 815 College Street.
2. Spot-testing shall be done with the sponge-blasting paint removal system at 726 Church Street to verify that this

method is not damaging to the property prior to sponge-blasting the entire property. This shall be verified by Planning
Staff.

3. All work shall be completed by May 20, 2015.
4. Any changes or additions to this Certificate of Appropriateness must be reviewed and approved by staff prior to the

start of any work. Work done without prior approval will be subject to the issuance of correction orders or citations.

Fiscal Note/Budget Impact: N/A

Attachments: Photos, Application, and Intensive Survey Forms.
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Via Email

March 13, 2014

Kathryn Holmes
960 E High Street
Milton, WI 53563

Dear Ms. Holmes:

On Tuesday, March 18, 2014 the Beloit Landmarks Commission will meet to review your
request for approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for the property located at 811
Clary Street.

The meeting will begin at 7:00 PM, or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, in the
Forum, Beloit City Hall, 100 State Street, Beloit, Wisconsin. Attached is a copy of Planning
staff’s recommendation to the Landmarks Commission. This recommendation may be followed,
modified, or completely reversed by the Landmarks Commission. Attendance at this meeting by
you and/or an authorized representative will facilitate the Landmarks Commission’s review of
this matter.

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me in the Planning & Building
Services Division at (608) 364-6708.

Sincerely,

Stephanie Hummel
Planner

Attachment

c: File, COA-2014-02



CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS
COA-2014-02

March 19, 2014

Kathryn Holmes
960 E High Street
Milton, WI 53563

Dear Ms. Holmes:

On March 18, 2014, the Beloit Landmarks Commission reviewed your request for a Certificate
of Appropriateness (COA) for various spot repairs and replacements to siding, trim, and shutters
for the property located at 811 Clary Street, based on the standards and criteria contained in the
Historic Preservation Ordinance. The requested COA was approved by the Landmarks
Commission, subject to the following conditions:

1. The applicant shall replicate the craftsmanship or woodworking details on any damaged
sections of wood that need to be replaced.

2. All work shall be completed by July 1, 2014.
3. Any changes or additions to this Certificate of Appropriateness must be reviewed and

approved by staff prior to the start of any work. Work done without prior approval will be
subject to the issuance of correction orders or citations.

An approved COA means that you may proceed with this project, subject to the above
conditions. If you have any other questions or concerns, please contact me at (608) 364-6708.

Sincerely,

Stephanie Hummel
Planner

c: File, COA-2014-02
File, Property


